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COURAGE TO STEP FORWARD
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Summary:

This message explores the transformative power of faith and obedience in the face
of adversity. It emphasizes the importance of stepping out in faith when God calls,
even when circumstances or personal limitations seem to make it impossible. The
message encourages listeners to trust in God's healing power and to not let fear,
doubt, or the opinions of others prevent them from experiencing the miracles God
has in store for them.

Key Points:

e God sees our brokenness and calls us to step forward for healing
« Obedience often precedes breakthrough and healing

e Negativity and criticism can blind us to God's work

e Faith requires action and stepping out of our comfort zones

« Our weaknesses and vulnerabilities can be the very things that draw Jesus to
us

e Healing often happens in the stretch of faith, not in comfort
« Not everyone will celebrate our healing or transformation
e Our healing can become a testimony to others
Scripture Reference:
e Mark 3:1-6 (The healing of the man with the withered hand)
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SMALL GROUP GUIDE

Opening Prayer:

Pray the IMPACTERS prayer together as a group. Lord, open our hearts and minds
to your message. Help us reflect deeply on where you're calling us to step forward
in faith. Give us the courage to stretch beyond our comfort zones. Amen.

Key Takeaways:

1.

Healing often begins when we let Jesus see the parts of us that hurt.

2. Obedience comes before breakthrough - faith starts with taking one step.

3. God's healing rarely happens in comfort zones, but in the stretch between

trust and fear.

Our obedience may offend those who prefer control, but our healing isn't for
their approval.

When God restores something in us, it's not just for our comfort but for His
glory.

Discussion Questions:

1.

The message mentions how we can put limits on ourselves. What self-
imposed limits have you placed on your life or faith? How might these be
holding you back?

Bruce shared the story of how he stepped out in faith to launch the
international TV program. Share a time when you had to step out in faith
without having all the details. What was that experience like?

The message states, "Faith doesn't start with feeling ready, it starts with
taking one step." What's one area in your life where God might be calling you
to take a step before you feel fully ready?

How does the idea of "stretching out your hand" resonate with you
personally? What might that look like in your current circumstances?

The message emphasizes that "miracles don't convince closed hearts, they
confirm open ones." How can we cultivate more open hearts in our daily
lives?

Bruce mentions that "obedience will offend those who prefer control." Have
you ever experienced opposition or criticism when following God's leading?
How did you handle it?
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Practical Applications:

1. Identify Your "Withered Hand": Take some time this week to prayerfully
reflect on areas of your life that feel "withered" or in need of God's healing
touch. Write these down and commit them to prayer.

2. Step Forward in Faith: Choose one small action step you can take this week
to "stretch out your hand" in an area God is calling you to trust Him more.
Share this with the group for accountability.

3. Practice Vulnerability: Following the example in the message, share one area
of struggle or weakness with a trusted friend or family member this week.
Allow them to pray for and encourage you.

4. Encourage Others: Think of someone you know who might be struggling to
step out in faith. Reach out to them with a word of encouragement or offer to
pray with them.

5. Reflect on Your Testimony: Consider how God has worked in your life in the
past. Write down one or two key experiences that showcase His faithfulness.
Be prepared to share these as a testimony to encourage others.

Closing Prayer:

Father, thank you for calling us to step forward in faith. Give us the courage to
stretch beyond our comfort zones, trusting in Your healing power. Help us to be a
testimony of Your grace in action. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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